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Research on Recording Data Assets in National Accounts
Li Jingping

Abstract ; Data is an important production factor in the digital economy ,yet it is not recognized as assets in the
System of National Accounts (SNA) ,and the value of the data is almost neglected. Clarifying the ownership and
economic returns of data,this paper suggests that data should be identified as assets,and therefore ,the asset bound-
ary of SNA should be expanded to include data assets. According to the data generation process and characteristics,
this paper proceeds to suggest that data assets should be identified at the level of aggregated data instead of single
records and be classified as non — production assets. Then this paper proposes auxiliary accounting consisting of the
data assets as well as data development assets and gives some advice on valuation of data assets. At last,some key
issues for further research are listed.

Key words ; data assets ; economic ownership of data;value of data;non — production assets ;auxiliary account-

ing of data assets
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